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ACE 

A new staff member has been added to the Connecticut 
Chapter. 

In March, Janet E. Bechtel began training for the position 
of Office Manager, which will be left vacant by Lindy Bar- 
nett's departure from TNC in September. Janet attended 
the University of Oregon in Eugene where she received a 
B.A. degree in Journalism in 1975 and completed the 
Katharine Gibbs School Entree Program. 

Originally from Boston, Janet has lived in Connecticut for 
the past three years and is living in Higganum where she 
and her husband just recently purchased a home. Janet 
has worked as an executive secretary for a Stratford adver- 
tising agency, and was employed as the Advertising Man- 
ager for a New Haven manufacturing corporation before 
coming to The Nature Conservancy. 
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ADDITIONAL 1978 ACQUISITIONS 


Over the years the Connecticut Chapter has received 
several donations of land in fractional undivided interest, 
This is done to meet the special needs of a donor of a 
natural area to spread his or her charitable donation over a 
longer period of time. 

The Chapter would like to report that two Significant 
additional interests in land were received in 1978. These 
were: 

Turtle Creek Wildlife Sanctuary. An additional 1/1 3th 
undivided interest in the towns of Old Saybrook and Essex 
was donated to The Nature Conservancy by Governor and 
Mrs. Chester Bowles. This generous gift brings the Conser- 
vancy ownership of Turtle Creek to 9/13ths of the total 
parcel. The remaining interest in the sanctuary is leased 
from the Bowles to bring the entire parcel under the con- 
sistent stewardship of the Turtle Creek Committee. 

Greenwich Cove Marshes. The second half of a gift from 
Mrs. Beatrice Forsberg for an additional .25 acres of salt 
marsh in Greenwich Cove. The property is entirely salt 
marsh and habitat for Egrets, Great Blue herons and Green 
herons which feed at the marsh edge. This donation helps 
to protect additional critical marsh land in a residential 
area. 


SPRING WALK AT WOLFPITS 
SATURDAY, MAY 12, 10 A.M. 


The Wolfpits Nature Preserve Stewardship Committee 
invites friends to join them ona morning hike on Saturday, 
May 12th at 10 a.m. 

Wolfpits is a 59-acre preserve in Bethel situated on 
Wolfpit Brook which drains a broad west-facing forested 
slope. A wet meadow once under agriculture will boast 
some spring wildflowers for the two hour hike. We will return 
to the cars by noon, so bring a bag lunch if you wish. The 
walk will still take place if it rains. 

Please phone if you plan to attend: 344-0716 or 
743-7194, 

DIRECTIONS (See Map) 

From Bethel go east (towards Newtown) on Route 202. 
Go south (right) on Route 58. Ina little over one mile go left 
onto Sunset Hill Road. Immediately turn sharp left on Wolf 


Pit Road. The preserve lies off to the right (east side of 
road). Park by 
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The least shrew (Cryptotis parva) 
Natural size (drawing by Virge Kask) 


TINY TYRANT 
OF THE SALT MARSH 


As any field biologist will readily tell you, if you are looking 
for something, check under the nearest log or piece of 
debris. Of course, this only works if you are seeking things 
that exist under logs. In any case, this is exactly what 
happened in 1941. A New York zoologist, G. Goodwin, was 
turning over logs and pieces of wrack in a salt marsh in 
Westbrook, Connecticut. As luck would have it, he was 
quick enough to grab a tiny, grey creature that was scurry- 
ing away: the only known specimen of the least shrew from 
New England. 

The least shrew, Cryptotis parva, is one of the smallest 
mammals in the world. Normally about three inches long or 
less and weighing less than 2 ounce, these are creatures 
of the night. While not uncommon over most of their range 
(southern and midwestern United States), it is one of the 
rarest mammals in Connecticut. Voracious eaters, these 
shrews must consume more than their own body weight 
daily (Godin, 1977). They will eat any invertebrate prey 
(especially bees) as well as some vertebrates such as 
mice, frogs, and salamanders. 

There are many unanswered questions concerning 
these diminutive beasts in Connecticut, not the least of 
which is where are they? After nearly four decades of their 
obscurity, | am €ager to explore the salt marshes of Con- 
Necticut, including the Conservancy’s Goodwin Marsh in 
Westbrook, in an attempt to determine the status and range 
of these elusive night-stalkers. 


| Graphic courtesy of Biological Sciences Group, Univer- 
Silty of Connecticut, Storrs. 
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BREEDING BIRD CENSUS 
AT PHELPS RESEARCH AREA 


Ornithologist Nathalie Lowe, who graduated from Con- 
necticut College, will initiate a comprehensive Breeding 
Bird Census at the Phelps Research Area (P.R.A.) in North 
Colebrook. For the past two years, as a member of The 
Student Internship Program, Nadie has conducted bird 
studies on twelve Conservancy preserves. 

This summer's work evolves from Nadie’s previous study 


Ornithologist, Nadie Lowe 


at P.R.A., and the desire of the preserve committee to build 
upon her findings. The committee has interviewed Nadie, 
discussed her research proposal with her, and is trying to 
raise $3,000 for the project. 

As Nadie progresses in her research she will involve 
committee members in her work. They will be shown ex- 
actly how she has laid out her study grid system and what 
are her methods of study. Their participation in this re- 
search will ensure continuity in future bird studies. 

This well developed plan for the summer illustrates how a 
willing committee can participate in active research on 
their preserve. We look forward to learning the results of 
their labor. 

Contributions towards this Breeding Bird Census will be 
gratefully accepted by William Haskell, Chairman, Phelps 
Research Area, Pondwood Farm, North Colebrook, CT 
06021. 
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SEDIMENT DEPOSITION 
ON THE DECREASE IN 
PATTAGANSETT MARSHES? 


An ideal opportunity for stewardship exists with the Pat- 
tagansett Marshes. Observers have noted with some con- 
cern a Suspected decrease of sediment deposition on the 
marsh due to damming upstream. This, combined with the 
recent rise in sea level, can create less than optimum 
conditions for one of the finest marshes in the state. 

Dr. Scott Warren, professor at Connecticut College and 
co-editor with Dr. William Niering of Tidal Wetlands of 
Connecticut, State of Connecticut DEP 1974, has reviewed 
this problem with both Ann Gaylord and John Cook of the 
Chapter's Preserve Stewardship Committee. Dr. Warren 
and two Connecticut College students plan to study the 
marshes during the summer of 1979 as part of a joint 
program between the Conservancy, the Thames Science 
Center, and Connecticut College. 

The key to this research is the fact that eight summers 
ago, permanent benchmarks were established at Patta- 
gansett by the team of investigators from Connecticut 
College under the direction of Dr. Warren. Enough time has 
elapsed so that a survey this coming summer as well as 
implementing new studies will result in establishing a base- 
line study of the dynamics of sediment flow, deposition, and 
recommendations for management. 

In addition, the results of the research will be used in 
preparing a comprehensive and permanent interpretative 
display at the Thames Science Center. Such a display 
would deal with the cultural and natural history of the 
Pattagansett Marshes and would show aerial views of the 
marsh and explain the historical and geological aspects of 
a marsh/estuarine system. It would also illustrate the rea- 
sons that marshes are presently under stress and the role 
that TNC and local concerned citizens play in the protec- 
tion of the marsh. 

John Cook 


As this newsletter goes to print, we have news bulletins 
on returning OSPREYS: 
® Griswold Point (Old Lyme) 3 Osprey (also a Black- 
headed and Little Gull) 
e Pattagansett Marshes (East Lyme) 2 Osprey 


Stewardship Notes 


RED-BELLIED SNAKE 
AT DENNIS FARM? 


Past Student Intern, Mike Klemens, writes that the red- 
bellied snake (Storeria occipitomaculata) occurs in Abing- 
ton, Connecticut. It is considered rare in the state, having 
been sighted in Litchfield County and in two other localities 
east of the Connecticut River. 

Jim Pepe who lives at the Conservancy's Dennis Farm 
Preserve in Abington and teaches natural history on the 
adjoining 4H property was first to discover the snake just off 
TNC land and had it verified by Klemens. 

Klemens writes: “The habitat certainly is good as is the 
geographical location. Within colonies red-bellied snakes 
are locally abundant. There is no reason why this species 
should not occur on adjacent parts of the Dennis Farm 
Preserve.” 


CONNECTICUT CHAPTER 
CORPORATE ASSOCIATES 


Ralston Purina is newest Corporate Associate 

Thanks to the efforts of Chapter Trustee, Alex Gardner, 
the Ralston Purina Company of St. Louis, Missouri has 
become the newest Corporate Associate of The Nature 
Conservancy as a result of a generous contribution of 
$2,000. These funds will be split by the Connecticut Chap- 
ter and the National Office of the Conservancy. Purina joins 
a growing list of over 200 major corporations nationwide 
who support the efforts of The Nature Conservancy to 
preserve our country’s natural diversity. Other conserva- 
tion minded corporations supporting the Connecticut 
Chapter’s work are: 

Aetna Life and Casualty Company 

AMAX Foundation, Inc. 

Barnes Group, Inc. 

Champion International Corporation 

Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company 

Continental Oil Company 

General Electric Company 

Olin Corporation Charitable Trust 

Ralston Purina Company 

Remington Arms Company, Inc. 

Stauffer Chemical Company 

Travelers Insurance Company 
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WEIR-LEARY-WHITE 
PRESERVE LOCATION OF 
THE 19TH ANNUAL MEETING 


The Annual Meeting of the Connecticut Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy to be held on Saturday, May 19th, 
11:00 a.m. at the Weir-Leary-White Preserve in Wilton will 
be convened at the Sperry Andrews house. This house, 
which dates back to 1790, was the summer home of J. 
Alden Weir from 1882 until his death in 1919 and still 
contains fragments of stained glass, woodwork and furni- 
ture brought by Weir from Europe. 

J. Alden Weir was anoted American Impressionist paint- 
er and some of his finest landscapes and portraits were 
painted while in residence here in Wilton. Among the 
friends who often came to visit were many of the best- 
known artists of that period: John Singer Sargent, John 
Twachtman, Albert Pinkham Ryder, Childe Hassam and 
others. 

Weir's daughter Dorothy, an artist in her own right, con- 
tinued to use the house after her father’s death. In 1913 she 
married Mahonri Young, the grandson of Brigham Young, 
an accomplished sculptor, painter and etcher. Young’s 
most familiar works are the two large monuments which he 
did for Salt Lake City, ‘This is the place” and “The Seagull.” 

The large studio built by Young for work on these monu- 
ments is still used as a studio by Sperry Andrews and will be 
made available for The Nature Conservancy meeting. 

Alden Weir's other daughter, Cora (Mrs. Charles Bur- 
lingham), still occupies an old red farmhouse on the west 
side of Nod Hill just south of Pelham Lane. In 1969 she gave 
3/7 acres of her property to The Nature Conservancy. This 
was the first step in the creation of the Weir-Leary-White 
Preserve, which now totals more than 86 acres. 


Please see back page for the Annual Meeting invitation. 


WINTER WALK HELD AT 
BYRAM RIVER GORGE 


The dreary morning rains of Saturday, February 24th 
abated one-half hour before the planned winter walk 
through The Byram River Gorge in Greenwich. Interpreting 
this fluke in the weather as a clearly written invitation, four 
stalwarts joined forces to slug through the wet snow and to 
enjoy a relatively balmy day with temperatures in the low 
50s. 

The river ran high, flowing over submerged shelves of ice 
and forming unfamiliar lighting patterns in the current. 
Tracks of deer and raccoon, squirrel and mouse were most 
numerous, while bird life was subdued. 

For those who missed the walk, cheer up! Another outing 
is planned for May 12th (see page 2). 


LEAVING LAND IN YOUR WILL 


As part of their long-range financial and estate planning, 
members and supporters of The Nature Conservancy have 
included us in their Wills as legatees of cash, securities or 
real estate. Donations to The Nature Conservancy through 
a bequest can yield significant tax benefits to an individu- 
al's estate while at the same time assuring the satisfaction 
that the funds will provide permanent protection for critical 
natural areas, or (in the case of land) that the area will be 
permanently preserved as a natural area. 

If, as a friend and member of The Nature Conservancy, 
you are considering including our organization in your Will, 
we would like to hear from you. This is especially important 
in cases where land is to be left to the Conservancy ina 
Will. Conservancy policy requires that all land to be heldas 
a nature preserve be evaluated prior to its acceptance. 
This assures both the donor and the Conservancy that the 
land will be protected and managed properly beyond the 
donor's lifetime. 

Please let us know if you have included the Conservancy 
in your Will to receive a parcel of land. This will help us to 
better plan for the future and increase our effectiveness as 
the leading land preservation organization in the nation. 


Byram River Gorge 
Left to Right: Alex Gardner, Phoebe Milliken, Bill Ross 
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The Nature Conservancy 
Connecticut Chapter 
welcomes all its members to the 


19th ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


11:00 A.M., Saturday, May 19th 
at 
WEIR-LEARY-WHITE PRESERVE 
Wilton, Connecticut 


This year the annual meeting of The Nature Conservancy, Connecticut Chapter will be held at the Sperry 
Andrews House, located on the Weir-Leary-White Preserve’s 86 acres of beautifully diverse land. After the 
conclusion of a short business meeting, small group walks over the Preserve trails will be conducted by the 
following walk leaders: Mary Beth Wheeler of the New England Wildflower Society; Abigail Maynard, who 
has inventoried extensively the trees, plants, ferns and grasses found within the Preserve; and Dr. Dan 
Cappel, Chairman of the Wilton High School Science Department and Trustee of the Wilton Land Trust. 
Bring a lunch! Coffee and cakes will be available. In case of rain the Stewardship Committee will present 
an exhibit with slides, twigs and herbarium specimens. 


North to 
Please R.S.V.P. by May 11th: 344-0716, 344-0532. 


Danbury & I-84 


Branchville 


WEIR PRESERVE 
Nod Hill Road 


DIRECTIONS: from Hartford: 
I-84 west to Danbury. Take Rt. 7 South through Branch- Pelham 
ville to Rt. 102. Go right on Rt. 102 approximately ™% mile AUR. 
and take a left on Nod Hill Rd. Follow Nod Hill to the 

intersection of Pelham Lane. (See map) 


Cannondale 


Wilton Center 


From Coastal areas and New Haven: 

I-95 to Norwalk exit #15. Take Rt. 7 North to Wilton 
Center. Go left on Rt. 33 approximately 2 miles and take 
a right on Nod Hill Rd. Follow Nod Hill to the first 
intersection, bear right and continue to the intersection 
of Pelham Lane. (See map) 


Rte 7 
Merritt Pkwy. 


I-95 


Exit #15 
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